Bible Study 
Luke 20:27-40
Leaders’ notes
In Luke 19 Jesus entered Jerusalem where he began teaching in the temple courts to large crowds, but the religious leaders were plotting to kill him (19:47-48). In order to remove Jesus, he had first to be discredited. This passage is the third attempt to discredit what he taught.
NB “The Sadducees are mentioned here only in this Gospel. None of the Sadducee writings has survived so our information about them is fragmentary and we see the sect only through the eyes of its opponents. ... They were the conservative, aristocratic, high-priestly party, worldly-minded and very ready to cooperate with the Romans, which, of course, enabled them to maintain their privileged position. Patriotic nationalists and pious people alike opposed them. They are often said to have acknowledged as sacred Scripture only the Pentateuch, but no evidence is cited for this and it is highly improbable.” Leon Morris
1. Read Luke 20:27-40. We have heard mention of “the resurrection” once already in Luke. What did we learn there? Read 14:12-14.

Jesus believed in “the resurrection”. He called it “the resurrection of the righteous” (not “the resurrection of the dead”. Reading between the lines we can assume it will be a time of God’s accounting of all people – the final judgment – ‘reward’ and punishment.
2. The practice the Sadducees refer to is referred to several times in the O.T., including Gen 38, Ruth, and Deuteronomy. Read Deut 25:5-6. What was the purpose of this law?
To carry on a family name. In particular, so that a family’s inheritance of the land will not pass out of their family. It was an expression of faith in God’s covenant with Israel, that made them a people in his promised land under his rule.
3. Luke has told us that Sadducees don’t believe in resurrection, so clearly their question is not genuine. However, what does the way Jesus answers them teach us about this subject?
Clearly it is an important subject and their disbelief needed to be publically challenged, especially if, as might have been the case, this was a favourite scenario the Sadducees used to make their point.
4. v.36 is literally “for they can no longer die.” What is the logic here? What does it teach about marriage and the age to come?
Marriage is for an age where there is death. The uniting of two people is a temporary” thing. And the logic suggests this is because children are to be born in that relationship. But when people can no longer die, children don’t need to be born any more, so the need for marriage is ended. Human marriage, in the light of eternity and the resurrection, is temporary – for this life only. A good thing but not to be made an ultimate thing or goal of life. 
5. How does this compare to some views of marriage that are held by people in our culture?
Many today think little of marriage (though still desire intimate, faithful relationships!). Others regard marriage as the “happy ever after” for anyone’s life – ie the ultimate goal to aim for. And the recent campaign for ‘same sex marriage’ based itself on marriage being all about love. Our society had broken the necessary connection between marriage, sex and having children many decades ago. But this is not God’s plan. A Biblical view of marriage will always assume that it is between one man and one woman, for this life only but binding until one dies, and (among other things) for the blessing of children (where God grants it).
6. What is the logic of Jesus’ argument in vv37-38? Does he just mean that God was known to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob?
Moses ancestors must, in some way, still be living. If the Sadducees were right and there is no resurrection, then death means the end, we cease to exist. Why would God introduce himself to Moses as a God of non-existent things? It would be like saying he’s the God of unicorns! But since the Sadducees argued from Moses (Deuteronomy), Jesus also argues from Moses, before the Law was even given. Resurrection was always assumed in the O.T.
7. Do you think it really matters whether or not there will be a resurrection? Discuss with the person next to you. What are some (if any) differences it would make to life now?
Before you hear answers, read 1 Cor 15:30-32. We would be reluctant to give up any pleasure, any opportunity or experience in this life if there was no resurrection. But if there is, we can afford to spend time on ‘mundane’ things like serving others, giving money to gospel work at the expense of our own luxuries, risking humiliation talking about Jesus etc.
8. Do you live as those who, as the creed says, “believe in … the resurrection of the dead”? Spend time praying in response.
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